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Leah Watkins

Congratulations to these individuals who have
earned tenure in our system:  Kayce Jones—
Black Oak; Amanda Dawkins, Tina Forbes, and
Chanda Peal—Hillcrest Elementary; Michelle
Allen, Emily Berner, and Julie Cunningham—
Lake Road Elementary; Jonathan Byrd—Obion
County Central; Vonda Cary—Ridgemont
Elementary; Melashia Holt, Deanna Porter, and
Amanda Wilder—South Fulton Elementary;
Melanie Curlin and Kimberly Jackson—South
Fulton Middle/High School. 

Congratulations

By: Nancy Hamilton

As we reflect upon the conclusion of the calendar year, I would like to
express my appreciation to those teachers and staff members slated for
retirement at the Holiday Break. Thank you for your service to the system. 
 
Additionally, I would like to reflect upon the strides you have made in
several areas: 
-We have made several safety improvements including increased attention
to exterior and interior doors, improved camera access, and the addition of
multiple gates to further secure our campuses.  
-We are strengthening our partnerships with industry and workforce with the
emphasis on Work-based learning, and post-secondary partnerships with
Dyersburg State, TCAT, and UTM. 
-Two of our schools have been recognized as Reward Schools.  
-Our ACT score and graduation rate are steadily increasing. 
-We have added Middle School Baseball to our system offerings. 
-Two of our schools, Ridgemont and South Fulton Elementary, are receiving
Read to Be Ready Summer Grant funding 
-SFMHS is adding a STEM lab, through grant funding, to expand offerings
at the building regarding STEM. 
-Most importantly, our teachers, staff, and administrators are here for
students.  
I thank you for all of these above areas of success, and can not wait to see
all the amazing things we accomplish in the NEXT YEAR!  
 
May the Holidays bring you Peace and Rejuvenation for the second
semester! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 



Early Literacy

By: Vikki Hayslett
Balanced literacy strategies are currently
implemented in prek-3rd grade classrooms.
One component of balanced literacy is
interactive writing, which is a teaching method
whereby children and teacher collaborate
about what they are going to write and then
share the pen to construct the message. An
excellent way to initiate interactive writing in
the classroom is to read good
literature/complex texts during read aloud,
have rich discussions around the text, and
use that text as the basis for the interactive
writing. If this method is utilized daily in every
pk-3 classroom, student reading,
comprehension, and writing skills will
blossom. An excellent example of interactive
writing was observed in Savannah
Blankenship's first grade classroom at
Ridgemont. She "shared the pen" with her
students and they wrote about Thanksgiving
(see picture). 

Effective Strategies 

Sem

inar

By: Lesa Scillion 
The teachers in the picture above recently attended a workshop
presented by Larry Bell entitled "Effective Strategies for
Struggling Learners."  There are several characteristics
struggling learners have in common, so I want to highlight a few
for all teachers to consider.  
*Struggling learners have difficulty receiving verbal instructions
and become easily  
 confused so teachers must ensure students understand the
expectations. 
*Struggling learners lack persistence to achieve goals so
teachers should help them set  
 individual goals and provide rewards when they are reached. 
*Struggling learners have little connection to prior learning so
pre-teach vocabulary and  
 review the previous day's lesson.  
*Struggling learners are often passive and allow others to do the
work for them. When 
 grouping students, assign each a role and hold them
accountable for it. 
*Struggling learners have a fear of not looking smart in front of
others. Teach all 
 students that making mistakes is a process of learning. 
*Struggling learners have difficulty staying focused. Teachers
should time them and give 
 choices or options to complete the work. 
*Struggling students often have high absenteeism. Teachers
should tell students they 
 are missed when they are absent, ensure they make up work,
and give them personal 
 attention to understand any missed work.  
*Struggling students often lack love and attention.  Teachers can
help by looking  
 students in the eye, smiling, calling them by name and letting
them know they are 
 important. 
There are many more characteristics and strategies the group
learned so reach out to any of these teachers for additional
information! 
 
 



 
Pictured above are a few of the new
teachers who attended the new teacher
workshop presented by Larry Bell this week.
 They learned many of the foundational
strategies Obion County Schools have
implemented over the last two years.  While
working in groups together, they came up
with some outstanding ways to incorporate
UNRA(A)VEL. 
-UNRA(A)VEL directions 
-Create notes in an article format,
UNRA(A)VEL the article, then students
have their own  
notes 
-Quiz students’ abilities to UNRA(A)VEL
every other week 
-UNRA(A)VEL a text, ask students to write
an essay over the text, ask students to 
UNRA(A)VEL each other’s essays 
-Prek/k – UNRA(A)VEL during read alouds 
-UNRA(A)VEL performance tasks 
-UNRA(A)VEL mentor texts or informational
texts before writing 
 
These teachers did an incredible job
creating and sharing ideas to use the 12
Powerful Words and UNRA(A)VEL
strategies. Way to go! 
 
Goal:  100% of your students will pass your
class and score on-track on the end of year
test.   
Be a 100%er! 
 

Partnerships

By: George Leake
In conjunction with a grant through the State of
Tennessee to develop future school leaders, Obion
County is fortunate to collaborate with Instruction
Partners (IP), a company dedicated to improving
student outcomes by empowering teachers.  In the
coming weeks and months, Instruction Partners
team members will be visiting classrooms at
OCCHS and SFHS to observe instruction, then offer
suggestions to school leaders to help guide student
growth.  The IP team lead is John Prince, who is a
former math teacher, principal, and superintendent
in Trenton and McNairy County.  High school
teachers, you might get an email from Mr. Prince
introducing himself.  These visits are designed to
help you as teachers get access to high-quality
materials, and the data shared with us will help us
determine which resources can be most beneficial
to students.  Feel free to check out the IP website at
https://instructionpartners.org.   
 
We have also had the opportunity to meet with
TCAT-Newbern, Jackson State Community College,
and UT Martin over the past month to discuss dual
enrollment and dual credit partnerships that would
benefit all students in Obion County Schools.  Our
goal is to provide ALL students with opportunities in
high school that will result in College and Career
Ready graduates, with students being prepared for
life upon graduation; this could mean employment,
military service, technical school, community
college, or a university.  By ensuring that our
graduates are prepared, we will be ready for the
challenges of tomorrow.           



Technology 

Updates

By: Joseph Lewis
and Brad Barbour

There are videos posted on streams in Office 365 and
posted on the website under the "For Teacher" section.
They give you all the tips and tricks you need to use your
computer. If you always wanted to know “How to” on a
computer please feel free to email technology for a video
on your requested topic.  Also, we have started delivering
the laptops to the elementary schools. We hope to be
finished with Ridgemont and move on to Hillcrest before
the Holiday. Lastly, please remember, if you take your
new laptop home it needs to come back to school with
you the next day.  
Thanks again,  
Joe and Brad

Food Service

By: Judy Denman
Our cafeterias celebrated Thanksgiving in a big way
this year. . . as they always do, but this year we had
some unique situations to add excitement to an already
exciting day. 
Three of our cafeterias had plans to have their feast on
Thursday, November 15th, but we had SNOW.
 Anticipating the snow on Thursday our Black Oak Staff
got busy and decided to have their Thanksgiving meal
on Wednesday.  Ms. Angie got the word out on
Facebook and had tons of visitors including parents
and grandparents.  Then we got word that morning that
school was letting out early…talk about CRAZY!! Ms.
Rogers said, “Everyone was so patient and kind to
others.” 
South Fulton High cafeteria fed three businesses in the
South Fulton area which was amazing for those ladies
to accomplish while still taking care of our students.
 South Fulton Elementary and Lake Road each fed well
over 100 visitors.  Between these four schools, they
had 450 visitors.  All our cafeterias did an excellent job
with their Thanksgiving meals this year.  If you haven’t
visited them before for Thanksgiving, mark your
calendars, and visit them next year!! 
 

OC Instructional 

Strategies in use

Data and 

RTI

By: Adam
StephensRTI 

The school data teams will use the last week before
Christmas break to adjust/reorganize tiers and establish
the new groups for our kindergarten students. The
benchmark tests are only one indicator that we use to
determine whether or not a student needs tier 2 or 3
intervention. The input from classroom teachers is also
very valuable. If any classroom teacher has a concern
about a student, examples of student work, or any other
information that may indicate the need for tiered
intervention, then please share that information with your
school’s data team and/or administrators. We want to
make sure that we are meeting the needs of all students.
Each benchmark period provides an opportunity for us to
analyze our data and review any needs that students may
have. 
 
Data 
The administrators at each school have had in-depth
discussions concerning data. They have shared this data
with classrooms teachers in a variety of ways over the past
few weeks. If you would like to review your individual data
or meet as a grade level group, then send me an email so
we can schedule a time to meet. I am available to discuss
areas of focus as we enter the second semester. 
 



OCCHS

 -OCCHS teachers Sandi Bigham, Rebekah Carman, Sarah
Frazier, and Maria Matheny pose with OCCHS senior Dalton
Owens prior to their participation in the St. Jude Marathon
Weekend on December 1st. Dalton has been a patient at St.
Jude since a diagnosis around the end of his freshman year.
OCCHS is proud of Dalton's unwavering positive attitude and
persistence as he has battled this challenging illness and is
proud of these teachers for donating their time, energy,
finances, and efforts towards such a worthy cause. 
-OCCHS Honors: Top - OCCHS students pose at the recent
State Beta Convention. At this convention, the Marketing Team
of Reagan Griffin, Kaleigh Wagner, Claire Coleman, and Emily
Jones placed fifth, and Carson Stover (pictured with a plaque)
placed third in the Agriscience competition. Hudson Angel
(pictured at the top right) also participated in a campaign for the
office of State Vice President. Lana Warren is the OCCHS Beta
Club Sponsor. Bottom - The OCCHS STEM Canstruction Team
recently received the Best Labels award at the Discovery Park
of America Canstruction contest. Additionally, the OCCHS team
was recognized for donating 1/3 of all of the cans donated by
the 10 teams participating in the event. The sponsors of the
team were Maria Matheny and Denise Mathis. 
-OCCHS Postsecondary Prep and Partnerships: Top Left -
Michelle Bruner's Culinary 3 students participate in work-based
learning through a partnership with the OCCHS cafeteria staff
and manager Sharon Brewer. Bottom Left - Employees from
Abernathy's Harley Davidson recently met with Anthony Miller
automotive students to introduce the upcoming Battle of the
Kings competition among Harley dealerships in partnerships
with schools. OCCHS students will have the opportunity to build
a motorcycle with Abernathy's for submission in the contest.
Right - OCCHS seniors work with a TSAC representative during
the recently completed FAFSA Frenzy. Senior School
Counselor Heather Kendall arranged for the representative to
work with students throughout the school day as they completed
their FAFSAs. 
 
 
 

News from the 
Schools

-Cosmetology - Local stylists from area salons
met with Cosmetology students throughout the
day on Friday, December 14th. Students were
able to hear varied perspectives to people in
the field. 
-Head Start - OCCHS basketball players
recently visited Troy Head Start to read to
students. Picture are Brycen Rainey and Jaxon
Crain. 
-Salvation Army - The OCCHS Key Club
recently rang bells and collected donations
outside Wal-Mart in Union City for the
Salvation Army. 
-Puppies - Students in Ms. Sarah Frazier's Ag
classes were part of the first cycle of pet shots
for a litter of puppies. 
-Sports - OCCHS junior Reed Logan recently
eclipsed 1,000 points for his high school
basketball career to this point. OCCHS senior
Jaxon Jones participated in the North-South
All-Star game in Jackson. 
-Art - OCCHS senior Laney Priest, along with
art teacher Ms. Suzanne Hill and Mr. Glen
Marshall, recently completed painting projects
on the OCCHS campus. The top painting can
be found in the stairwell by the gym. The "All
Aboard" painting can be seen as you walk into
the gym. 



News from the Schools
SFMHS

Writing Conference 
A group of eighth grade students from South Fulton attended the Young
Writers Conference at UTM on Friday. It was an enjoyable and
educational experience for all involved as they worked with students and
teachers from various schools. 
 
AR Readers 
Top 6th-8th Grade Accelerated Readers for the second six weeks include:
(Front) Hannah Walters, Madeline Guthrie, Alexia Blackburn, Kaydence
O’Connor, (Second Row) Laila Lightner, Reagan Johnson, Ryleigh
Johnson, Natalie Duty, and Hayden Nida. We are so proud of these guys
for being top readers!! 
 
Mock Election 
The votes have been tallied and the results are:  
Governor: Bill Lee 211 votes, Karl Dean 50 votes; Senate: Marsha
Blackburn 196 votes, Phil Bredesen 73 votes. Our students had a great
time seeing how the voting process works. Thank you to Coach Nick
Ritter, middle school social studies teacher, for organizing the mock
election. 
 
Canstruction 
Six South Fulton Middle School students competed in the Canstruction Jr.
competition at Discovery Park on Nov. 2. Avery Hill, Carl Anthony Lattus,
Natalie Duty, Anna Robertson, Stewart Conner, and Chloe Liliker took
runner-up in the Best Meal category for their Spookley the Square
Pumpkin project. We are very proud of our SFMS Canstruction team! 
 
Duty 
Work-Based Learning students at SFHS are gaining skills to prepare
them for the workforce. Jacob Duty is training with our Obion County
Schools Technology Department to help upgrade our computer labs and
install necessary equipment in preparation for our teachers getting new
laptops for our classrooms. Jacob is learning new skills and getting
invaluable experience through Work- 
Based Learning. 
 
HS Canstruction 
Our high school STEM club brought home an honorable mention in Most
Creative Design in the Canstruction Competition at Discovery Park today.
Way to go! 
 
HS Beta (State Convention) 
High School State BETA State Convention results are in and our students
did an amazing job of representing SFHS.  Jake Lilly 2nd social studies,
Mary Pitts 5th recycled art, Halle Gore 5th in jewelry, Balie Lester 2nd in
digital art, 3rd in photography, Eli Carlisle 5th in woodworking. Alexis
Brown and Carly Robertson led the Portfolio team with a 1st place win for
the club and the club also placed 4th in Trading Pins which was a club
competition.  They will travel to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in June to
compete at the national level. 
 



Ridgemont

Lake Road is proud to have a
“Buddy Bench” on the
playground.  If a child needs a
playmate, they just sit on the
bench to let the others know!  

Lake Road

-We would like to invite members of the community
to come and see our decorated Christmas trees
sponsored by each grade. The trees are located in
the back lobby and were decorated by each
individual grade.  They are beautiful! 
-We have been busy benchmarking our students in
Aimsweb.  The testing is complete and new tier
groups have been formed and will be ready to begin
on January 3, 2018. 
-We would like to congratulate our Ridgemont
Mustangs and cheerleaders on their
accomplishments so far in the basketball season. 
-Our  Cross Country/Softball students were
recognized during the banquet that was held in
November. 
-On December 7, 2018, meteorologist Jason
Lyndsey, from WPSD television in Paducah,
presented a science experiment program for our
ESP students.    
-Students also enjoyed the Jerry White Magical
Litter Program.  
 
 
 

Black Oak’s Blessings 
During the month of November, the world takes a moment to
take measure of its blessings.  These occasionally go without
celebration throughout the other months of the year.  Black
Oak has many things to be thankful for and we have tried to
take a moment to say thank you to everyone who plays such a
big part of our everyday operations.   
The first face they see could be Mr. Mike Chism, our
maintenance man, who greets each student at the back door
with a smile.  If they happen to be a bus rider, we have Mrs.
Susie Willett, our daytime custodian, who does the same for
each student who comes in the front door.  They are both
pillars of the school who strive to make our kids and faculty
feel safe and loved.  They are always there to help in any
capacity.   
The next group of ladies that we count as our blessings are our
educational assistants throughout the building.  To say that
these ladies are amazing would simply be an understatement.
 The role of an EA has changed over the years.  Gone are the
days where they simply go into classrooms and sit or stay in
the copier room to run off papers.  Our Black Oak EAs are
some of the most valuable educators a school could have.
 These ladies work tirelessly throughout the day to help our
students find success.  Janet Cunningham, Stephanie Jones,
Angie Kendall, Anna Nunnery, and Kim Dial exemplify these
characteristics.  Whether it is during RTI2, pull out time,
inclusion time, or small group instruction, they are always
looking for ways to help our kids or teachers.   
There is no way our building would be able to run as smoothly
as it does without all these individuals.  A family has many
members and this month we want to celebrate some of our
biggest blessings.  We hope that all of you have had time to
take a moment to appreciate all your blessings and tell them
how much they are appreciated.    
 

Black Oak

LRS General Store is
open for business! 
Students may purchase
items from the General
Store using “General
Bucks” they earn in their
classroom! 



Hillcrest

South Fulton 

Elementary

Students at SFE have fun
and think critically as they
describe Santa and
Rudolph.

Congratulations to these
HC students for winning

the HC bookmark
contest.  They had the

opportunity to visit
multiple places
throughout the

community to share their
bookmarks. They also

enjoyed a special lunch
treat. 

Students at SFE
learn about TN
History through
accessing the
Traveling Trunks
from the TN State
Museum. 

Miscellaneous Seasonal Pictures



Welcome to the Obion 
County School Team

"Super Dave" 

turns 80!

Elves at RM

Community 

Partnerships- LRS

"Golden Door" 

recipient- RM


